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Welcoming Remarks

Greetings. | am Choi Kyo—jin, Minister of Education.

First of all, this is meaningful to host the 2026 Danwon High School 4.16 Memorial Classroom
International Academic Conference on the 12th anniversary of the Sewol Ferry disaster. | offer
my sincere congratulations.

| would like to express my deep gratitude to the staff of the 4.16 Memorial Archive for providing
this forum for international academic exchange, which keeps the Sewol Ferry disaster in our
memories and spreads it through education and action.

| would also like to thank the presenters who are delivering the keynote speeches and
discussants for leading the discussions today.

Lee Jae Myung government, which is based on the popular sovereignty, regards the protection
of citizens’ lives and safety as its top priority and is committed to enacting laws and
implementing policies accordingly.

The Ministry of Education is also doing its utmost to ensure that schools are the safest places
possible, while continuously refining the disaster management system we have established
over the years.

In particular, we will devote our full efforts to field-based safety education so that students
may grow into citizens who can protect themselves, empathize with others’ pain, and
cooperate with one another.

Moving forward, we will fulfill the state’s duty to ensure that our children can pursue their
dreams to the fullest in a safe environment, never forgetting the noble spirit embodied in the
Memory Classroom.

Once again, | congratulate on the hosting of this international academic conference and hope
that this gathering will be a meaningful experience for everyone in attendance.

| extend my sincere gratitude to the staff of the 4.16 Memory Archive, who not only ensure
that the 4.16 Memorial Classroom serves as a space for remembrance, comfort, and healing,
but also offer solace and hope to those suffering from other social tragedies or hardships.

Thank you.
Minister of Education

Choi Kyo-jin
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Welcoming Remarks

Greetings. | am Kim Seong-joong, 1st Vice Governor for Administrative Affairs of Gyeonggi
Province.

When | think of the Sewol ferry disaster, my heart still feels heavy.

| offer my deepest condolences for the students, teachers, and all the other victims who lost
their lives,

and | also extend words of comfort to the bereaved families who have lived with this pain
for so long.

The Sewol ferry disaster left us with a profound question:
How should we remember this pain,
and how should we carry it forward towards a safer society?

Memory must not remain only as memory.
It must become a record, become education, and lead to action.

The 4.16 Memory Classroom International Conference today

is a place that moves “from memory to action.”

By connecting practice and research in disaster education, and together with international
scholars,

we hope to expand our memory into shared global empathy.

| would like to express my gratitude to all those who prepared this meaningful event:

the 4.16 Memory Archive, the Gyeonggi Provincial Office of Education 4.16 Institute for Life
and Safety Education,

the University of Southampton in the UK, and the Ansan Hope Foundation.

To protect memory is to protect life.
So that today’s memory may lead to tomorrow’s action,
Gyeonggi Province will always stand with you.
Thank you.
1st Vice Governor for Administrative Affairs of Gyeonggi Province.

Kim Seong—joong

13



L
02
10
M

dotM|Q. 471k s AR SIYLL

TEI 416 7|F9uds FH = ot M tH| 2 o538 Zeks ?leh M WS St =X st=ti=] H2S

Zot=gLt

B/ u= 416 HHAX W =SHO| O Of XS MAKQ! ShAte Mt W= BAX B =, 12|
416 7|9NZALt e & = UM 7|2 DS,

etal= R 2UA 2 252 AAE 489 S0 (LR 12HME HUAS .

<o €= o s UYHSH 42 F29| Ots= ML,

TEL 416 7|Au A2 AR M, 0|7t SEot= S
SISO AtalX FHALOH CHolA wSotil 4 2310t QHH 945 edfol= M 071012 AE W=
AU

O0]220|Af Eel= O statialtiMe MHS| 7190| ASL2 AL Wess SHotIA UL,
Lo XSA=|9] et et 115 =0 et 52 LisU.

E7|=uSE2 H U2 0l wss ?lolii 87] u= 7151} e 0] S2ts, 2|18E ol 2ZotsH.

—

HAHHLC

371
o
[=

o o
Jor ON

14



Welcoming Remarks

Greetings, | am Yim Tae—hee, Superintendent of the Gyeonggi Province Office of Education.

| would like to congratulate you on the opening of this International Academic Conference
on “Innovating Disaster Education,” to discuss disaster preparedness and strengthening

resilience, themed around the 4.16 Memorial Classroom at Danwon High School.

| am delighted to be with world-renowned scholars, disaster education professionals, and
the 4.16 Memory Archives at this event organized by the Gyeonggi Province Office of
Education’s 4.16 Institute for Life and Safety Education.

It has already been 12 years since that spring in April, which brought such great sorrow to
the people of South Korea.

| forward my deepest condolences to the students and teachers who have left us.

The Danwon High School 4.16 Memory Classroom is a space where the past, present, and
future coexist.
It is a disaster archive and experiential education site where students learn about social

disasters and cultivate a respect for life and safety awareness.
At this academic conference held here, we aim to share educational approaches that connect
the memory of disasters to action.

We will also discuss efforts to build safety and peace within the local community.

The Gyeonggi Provincial Office of Education will do our utmost to preserve this space together

with the Gyeonggi education community for the sake of a better future in education.
Thank you.

Superintendent of the Gyeonggi Province Office of Education

Yim Tae—hee
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Welcoming Remarks

We sincerely welcome everyone who has joined us at our institute to attend the 2026

International Conference.

The theme of this conference is “From Memory to Action: Innovation in Disaster Education
for Disaster Preparedness and Resilience.” We would like to express our gratitude to Vice
President Noah Rauch, Professor Maxime Polleri, and Director Sanjaya Bhatia for honoring
us with their presence, as well as to Professor Park Won-yong, who has been with us

throughout the preparation process and served as the moderator.

In particular, | would like to express my deepest gratitude to Director Lee Ji—sung and all the
staff at the 4.16 Memory Archives for their dedicated efforts—from record management to
preservation—that made it possible for Danwon High School’'s 4.16 Memory Classrooms to
be designated as National Record No. 14. | would also like to once again express my gratitude
to all those who participated in this conference, including disaster scholars, historians,
archivists, and researchers, and | hope this conference will serve as a meaningful forum for

discussions aimed at innovating disaster education.

In the wake of the 2014 Sewol Ferry disaster, voices of “we will not forget” and the sharing
of yellow ribbons as a symbol of collective remembrance gradually gained momentum, and
the profound discourse sparked by the disaster led to changes in the state, society, and the
education sector. April 16 was designated as “National Safety Day” to reflect on the dignity
of human life, and this was followed by various institutional changes, including the
establishment of honorary graduation diplomas to the victims, the mandatory implementation
of safety education, and the introduction of survival swimming education. | believe these
changes were made possible by the profound reflection that took place across all sectors of

society in the wake of the invaluable sacrifices made during the Sewol Ferry disaster.
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The year 2026 marks the 12th anniversary of the Sewol Ferry disaster and is also a significant
year in which we host the third international academic conference. This conference will bring
together leading international scholars in the field of disaster studies to engage in in-depth
discussions on the historical value of records related to the Sewol Ferry disaster. Through
these discussions, we will verify the uniqueness and rarity of these records and provide a
meaningful forum to demonstrate the impact they have had on human history, transcending

the boundaries of specific nations or ethnic groups.

Our institute’s Danwon High School 416 Memory Classrooms is a living archive and an open
educational space for future generations, created by restoring the classrooms and teachers’
office of the 250 students and 11 teachers who lost their lives in the Sewol Ferry disaster.
This initiative goes beyond simply having the name added to the list of UNESCO World Heritage
Sites; it aims to highlight that this is a shared heritage that humanity must preserve and pass
down together, and to contribute to conveying the values of respect for life and world peace

to future generations.

Once again, we wish everyone here good health and happiness, and we look forward to your

enthusiastic participation making this conference a resounding success.

Thank you.

Head of the Gyeonggi Provincial Office of Education’s 4.16 Life and Safety Education Institute

Jeon Myeong-sun
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Welcoming Remarks

Greetings, | am Lee Cheon-hwan, Chair of the Danwon High School 4.16 Memory Archives

Steering Committee. It is a pleasure to meet you.

| would like to congratulate you on the successful convening of the Danwon High School 4.16
Memory Classroom International Academic Conference. | would like to express my gratitude
to the members of the Memory Archive Steering Committee who organized this conference,

as well as to everyone who contributed to its preparation.
We are organizing this international academic conference under the premise that it should
go beyond mere remembrance and lead to concrete action, and | sincerely hope that this

conference will result in practical solutions.

Through this conference, | hope that the Danwon High School April 16 Memorial Classroom,

which is listed as a World Cultural Heritage site, will establish an even more solid foundation.

| thank everyone who helped prepare for this event, and | hope it will be a successful

international academic conference.

Thank you.

Chairman of the Ansan Hope Foundation
Lee Cheon—hwan
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Welcoming Remarks

In this season of renewed hope, it is deeply meaningful to us to open the “2026 International
Academic Conference,” where intellectuals from around the world gather to discuss human
safety and resilience. Today, we have gathered here under the theme “From Memory to Action:
Innovating Disaster Education” to remember the pain of the 4.16 Sewol Ferry Disaster and
to design a safer future through that memory. First, | extend my deepest respect and
condolences to the bereaved families who, despite the grief of losing their precious children
and loved ones, have preserved the “Danwon High School 4.16 Memorial Classroom” and
reaffirmed its value with the earnest hope that our society must never again experience such
a tragedy, as well as to the activists at the 4.16 Memorial Archive who dedicate themselves

on the ground. | also offer my sincere gratitude to all citizens who stand in solidarity with us.

The Danwon High School 4.16 Memorial Classroom is not merely a place where time has stood
still. It is a living classroom where painful memories are transformed into healing and reflection,

and where we learn the values of the dignity of life and a safe community.

We often remember disasters solely as “wounds that must be erased.” Since the tragedy,
our society has been asking itself: “How should memory be recorded?” and “How can that
memory become a driving force for change?” The “innovation in disaster education” we will
discuss today is the very answer to those urgent questions. While education in the past was
limited to functional training on how to respond to disaster situations, now ‘the way we

remember disasters” itself must become the starting point of education.

Memory and record are the strongest roots that sustain a safe society.
The vivid testimonies that emerged from the disaster sites and the records of local

communities are not mere fragments of the past. They are evidence of the dignity with which

24



our community fought to survive, and a resolute promise never to repeat the same pain. Placing
the value of these records at the center of education will mark a great turning point, shifting

the focus of disaster education from technical response to “human dignity.”

Education must extend beyond the classroom threshold to encompass all areas of life.

Schools, museums, local governments, NGOs, and above all, the networks of survivors and
bereaved families who have personally endured the pain of disasters must join hands. It is
precisely this careful collaboration among these stakeholders that will serve as the most
powerful driving force to ensure our children do not feel powerless in the face of disaster,

but instead become confident owners of their own lives as democratic citizens.

Above all, when we bring the suffering and trauma of others into the educational arena, we
must be more humble and cautious than ever before. Only when remembrance goes beyond
a mere display of sorrow and leads to the healing of the community and the building of peace,

education can truly achieve its noble purpose.

Pain that is not remembered is bound to repeat itself, but memories that do not leave tragedy
as mere tragedy —which are shared, recorded, and translated into action—instead become
a light that changes the world. | sincerely hope that this gathering today will set a new milestone
for disaster education worldwide and serve as precious priming water for bequeathing a safer

and more peaceful world to our children. Thank you.

Mother of Kim Do—eon (Class 2-3, Danwon High School), Director of the 4.16 Memory Archive
Lee Ji-sung
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Even as time flows,
we still remember.

26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37






AHSA O 13

Conference Program

« 7|1Z2ZHA 1 2|7} Mol= 0]0f7|
Keynote 1 THE STORIES WE TELL
Noah Rauch | Senior Vice President,

Education & Public Programs,
National 9.11 Memorial & Museum, USA

¢ 71X 2 STA|0F HUTA Z AT 0|5 Kt ChH]
Keynote 2 Disaster Preparedness after the Fukushima
nuclear accident

A e i Professor_Universite Laval

Canada

« AlERIE 416 &AL = st J2|11 RIS
Case Study The School and Peers in the Aftermath of the 416
Sewol Ferry Disaster

Ay | NSt AMTA

-




Noah Rauch
Senior Vice President, Education & Public Programs,
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Innovating Disaster Education for Preparedness and Resilience
: From Memory to Action
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THE STORIES WE TELL

Noah Rauch

Senior Vice President, Education & Public Programs,
National 9.11 Memorial & Museum, USA
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Mutual Learning as Social Memory
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7l Y H o] HEo] ofye}, AA 7Hs A QAR HIA BIREE 554 PR

HAE Aok Aol oty AR 4= s AL Tl A= o] =1t & 7|0+

ol gt 7199 554 - dAA AZ2 EEAH(Brothman, 2001)] 7Hgslo| A = ER1% ). 1= 719
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H, 7|92 A oA IAE A5t FHolt
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£9] BsolAE AH o 2 A99] 4Hgo]7] ujEoltt

3. QIE{HO|AE A 2| 718
A3} 71 Z] FA O diet A5 oldle 7152 IA A9 A AdEE oottt J1E Y o]
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E5tal F2 7| S5 devhe A9 el A3told, T AdEolls o s HE AV AY
o A 7)1 Eolgk= AlskE 9oiA, 7]} 7|50 BAIE AT BRI 97| A AT,
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4514 71019 FHL 7| 2L B3 o] 2ol WG |49 A4S Waw ek TFckw, 1 Ao

FHH FH= 591917} o WEo] the =0j9] Zoltt.
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TR/ AW Y8 AL, TAL A WA /IR AN 49 Aol
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oyt AR A 7192 7i/1E0] A =2 71 ol A B 285k 2o A] 59%5]% Aoz g
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7] 3t vil2(learning to do)', 'El&0] Aol717] I3t vi3(learning to live together)' = AA|FTE.
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‘SHl(being)E AASH= w0l 4], #3lol= A4o| SEohH olH EA= Ho7H="Hbecoming)E &
+ &2 =0 Hglo|t},
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Mutual Learning as Social Memory
: With a Focus on the 4.16 Social Memory Academy

A Young Moon(Representative, PeaceMomo)

1. Introduction

How is social memory constructed? And what role does education play in this process? This
paper examines social memory as a process of learning, focusing on the 4.16 Social Memory
Academy—a space for learning developed in collaboration with the 4.16 Memory Archive.
To demonstrate that educational practice can serve as a key mechanism in constructing
social memory, this paper is structured in three stages: first, it examines the theoretical
characteristics of memory and documentation; second, it analyzes the role of pedagogical
methodology in the construction of social memory; and third, it conceptualizes mutual
learning as a methodology for constructing social memory and connects it to the practices

of the 4.16 Social Memory Academy.

2. Memory as an interaction

In memory studies, memory is generally defined as “the ability to retain or recall thoughts
about past events, people, and places, or the knowledge thereof” (Pearce-Moses, 2005).
This definition conceives of memory as a cognitive ability—specifically, a process of
encoding and retrieval.

However, the etymological meaning of memory opens up a different dimension. The ancient
Greek word for memory, “mermeros,” signifies “care for something losable” (Dae Hwan Jang
& Iek Han Kim, 2019). From this etymology, memory is understood not as the preservation
of completed information, but as an active act stemming from the recognition of the
possibility of loss. Memory is not the storage of the past, but rather the practice of paying
attention in the present moment to that which may vanish.

This active and present-oriented nature of memory is also evident in Brothman’s (2001)

conceptualization. He defines memory as “a form of temporal ordering that compresses
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and spatializes the passing of time” (p. 58). Memory is not something that belongs solely
to the past; rather, it is an act of reconstructing the past within the present.

The social dimension of memory cannot be overlooked either. As Dae Hwan Jang and Iek
Han Kim (2019) point out, while memory is essentially a personal activity, it acquires social
and collective properties through continuous interaction among members of society. As
Halbwachs' (1992) concept of “collective memory” emphasizes, individual memory is always
formed within the framework of a community’'s memory. This is because the social
construction of memory is not a simple aggregation of individual memories, but rather a

product of a qualitatively different dimension created through interaction.

3. Records as an interface

The traditional understanding of the relationship between memory and records views
records as an objective representation of past events. However, this premise has been
fundamentally reexamined in archival studies. It is argued that documentation is not a
complete narrative of past events but merely a “fragment” of them, and that archival records,
too, contain only a partial truth of the situation.

What is documented and what is not is the result of a choice, and power relations inevitably
intervene in that choice. This gives rise to the need to reconstruct the relationship between
memory and records, moving beyond the myth of the “objective record.”

In this regard, Millar (2006) conceptualizes recordation as a “touchstone” that triggers
memory and the recollection of past events. Documents are not repositories of truth but
rather mediators that trigger questions about truth. Hedstrom (2002) also proposed viewing
records as “interfaces through which users interpret the past.” An interface is the point where
two worlds meet. In other words, documents serve as the point of connection between the
past and the present, and their meaning is constructed within the user’s present-day context.
This interface-like nature implies that records do not convey fixed meanings. Just as
Ketelaar (2005) views records as “always in a state of becoming,” the meaning of records
is continuously reconstructed through the user’s interpretation.

A key point emerges from this theoretical review. If memory is an active act and records

are open interfaces, then the construction of social memory requires the practice of
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collective interpretation through documentation. If so, what are the concrete forms of this

practice? This question serves as the starting point for the following discussion.

4. The role of social memory and education: From being to becoming

In the process of constructing social memory, issues regarding pedagogical methodology
can be raised on two main levels. The first is the content-related dimension—what to
remember—and the second is the methodological dimension—how to remember together.
While existing research on social memory has focused on the former, this presentation
argues that the latter, the methodological dimension, holds significance no less decisive
than the former.

The basis for this lies in the principle of the social construction of memory. As discussed
earlier, social memory is not a simple collection of individual memories. Social memory
is a product of a qualitatively different dimension, created through the process of individuals
interacting with one another’'s memories. Therefore, the manner in which this interaction
takes place—that is, which pedagogical methodology is adopted—determines the nature
and quality of social memory.

In this context, UNESCO's pedagogical shift offers significant insights. In the Delors Report
(1996), UNESCO proposed four pillars of education: ‘learning to know,” “learning to be,”
“learning to do,” and ‘learning to live together.” Subsequently, UNESCO (2021) added
“learning to become” to this framework. This marks a shift from education that presupposes
a fixed state of being to education that asks how one becomes a certain kind of being in
response to a changing reality.

This shift is directly linked to the issue of constructing social memory. Education that
presupposes ‘beings who possess social memory” treats memory as an object to be
transmitted. In contrast, education that focuses on “becoming beings who jointly construct
social memory” treats memory as a process of collective practice. The former reproduces
memory, while the latter keeps it alive.

The concepts of “student agency” and “transformative competencies” highlighted in the
OECD’s Education 2030 report also point in the same direction. Furthermore, the ideal of

the educated individual presented in the UNESCO 2050 report—an “individual capable of
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working together to change themselves and the world” —is not significantly different from

the individual as an active constructor of social memory.

5. Mutual learning: Social memory made together
1) Definition of mutual learning

In this presentation, the term “mutual learning” refers to a form of interactive learning in
which the roles of teacher and learner are not fixed; rather, each participant contributes
their own experiences and knowledge to a shared space and transforms themselves through
the experiences and knowledge of others.

This concept resonates with Freire’s (1970) concept of “dialogue.” Freire criticized the
hierarchical teacher-student relationship for producing “banking education,” in which
knowledge is stored unilaterally, and proposed dialogic practices—in which the world is
jointly named and transformed—as an alternative. Mutual learning applies this principle

to the context of social memory construction.

2) The connection structure between mutual learning and the construction of social memory
The logic by which mutual learning functions as a methodology for constructing social
memory can be explained in the following three stages.

First, the verbalization of one’s own memory. The act of verbally expressing one’s memories
to others is not merely a reproduction of those memories. Speaking gives form to memories
and sharpens their contours. At the same time, the verbalized memory moves from the
individual's inner world into the public sphere of language.

Second, interaction with the memories of others. Listening to the memories of others reveals
aspects that one’s own memory had overlooked. As memories overlap or diverge, they
reconstruct each other. This interaction activates what Hedstrom refers to as the “interface
function” of records. Records become interfaces only within relationships of sharing and
interpretation.

Third, the transition from shared memory to social memory. Shared memories formed
through interaction connect to the broader circuits of social memory as the individuals

who experienced them return to their own lives and relationships. Social memory is the
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product of this continuous process.
Methodology is crucial in these three stages. While even the first stage is difficult to achieve
within a hierarchical transmission structure, all three stages function organically within

a structure of mutual learning.

3) P.E.A.C.E. pedagogy: Methodological structuring of mutual learning
PeaceMomo’s P.E.A.C.E. Pedagogy serves as a concrete example of how the principles of
mutual learning have been structured at the level of educational practice. Founded in 2012,
PeaceMomo is a peace education organization whose core value is “everyone learns from
everyone.”
The P.E.A.C.E. Pedagogy is an educational methodology composed of five elements:
Participatory, Exchange, Artistic-Cultural, Critical-Creative, and Estranging. This is based
on the premise that knowledge is generated from the experiences and stories of participants
rather than being attributed to the teacher (Dae-hoon Lee, 2017; PeaceMomo, 2024).
These five elements of the pedagogy correspond systematically with the three stages of
mutual learning discussed earlier.
Participatory pedagogy establishes the structural conditions for the first stage of mutual
learning: the verbalization of memory. The premise that “even without a teacher, moments
of learning can be created through the process by which members of a learning community
discover and exchange their own experiences, thoughts, feelings, and reflections”
practically ensures that the verbalization of memory is possible without hierarchical
authorization. This embodies the commitment that the power in education lies not with
the teacher but with the participants, and that the instructor serves as a “facilitator” who
connects experiences and collaboratively shapes meaning.
Exchange pedagogy and critical-creative pedagogy deepen the interaction with the
memories of others in the second stage. As Freire stated, “True dialogue is established only
when those whose right to speak has been denied reclaim that right” —this encapsulates
the relational conditions under which the memories of the bereaved mothers and those
of general participants can meet on equal footing. PeaceMomo's pedagogy formalizes this

as the proposition that “by sharing words composed of reflection and action, we create
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praxis through truthful words; and the praxis of a mutual learning community transforms
the world.” Furthermore, critical-creative pedagogy serves as an alternative to the “banking
education” criticized by Freire, creating a structure in which participants themselves
become the subjects of education through “education for the emergence of consciousness
and critical engagement with reality.”

Cultural-artistic pedagogy and the estranging pedagogy form the emotional foundation
that enables the transition from shared memory to social memory in the third stage.
Cultural-artistic pedagogy transforms education for change into a learning process that
is more individualized, creative, slow, and profound, as learners—who are active
participants rather than passive observers—continuously reveal subtle differences and
expand the spectrum of diversity. The estranging pedagogy educationally appropriates
Bertolt Brecht's concept of “Verfremdung” (estrangement) and Augusto Boal's “Spect-actor”
—I who observe myself on the play—providing participants with the space and time to
distance themselves from familiar memories and view them critically. This distancing
liberates memory from being a fixed possession of the individual and opens it up as an object
for communal reconstruction.

In short, the P.E.A.C.E. Pedagogy can be understood as a methodological framework that
concretizes the three stages of mutual learning at the level of educational practice. When
this pedagogy is applied to the 4.16 Social Memory Academy, mutual learning takes the

form of an operational educational design rather than an abstract principle.

6. 4.16 Social Memory Academy: Practical implications

The program of the 4.16 Memory Archive, which began a title of democratic citizenship
education program and has been operating under the name “4.16 Social Memory Academy”
since 2024, serves as a venue where the theoretical framework of social memory formation
through mutual learning, as discussed earlier, is put into practice.

The structural characteristics of the 4.16 Social Memory Academy can be broadly
categorized into two main aspects. First, the roles of instructor and learner are not fixed.
The bereaved mothers at the 4.16 Memory Archive serve as both witnesses and participants.

General participants are both an audience and the subjects of memory who bring their own
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recollections to the space. Therefore, no one present in this space conveys social memory
in a “finished form.” Second, the “Danwon High School 4.16 Memory Classroom” —a space
of records—functions as an interface for mutual learning. The records within that space—
including desks, lockers, and writing on the blackboard—do not convey fixed meanings;
rather, they serve as an open interface that triggers each participant's individual
interpretations and memories. It is the mutual learning that participants create through
dialogue alongside these records that activates this interface.

Within this structure, every participant functions as a ‘recorder of social memory,” as
described by Dae Hwan Jang and Iek Han Kim (2019). When this network of multi-layered
recorders—myself as an archivist, the other as an archivist, the body as an archive, and
the space as an archive—connects through mutual learning, a social memory that transcends
the sum of individual memories is constructed.

As the etymology of “mermeros” suggests, memory is an attention directed toward that which
can be lost. Such attention is difficult to sustain alone. Mutual learning is both a systematic
methodology for jointly sustaining that attention and a commitment to remembering
together; it is a philosophy of solidarity that welcomes fellow citizens as subjects of learning
and as colleagues, based on the belief that change can only be brought about when we
remember together. For nearly a decade, the 4.16 Social Memory Academy has served as
a space for mutual learning and the formation of social memory, where all these elements

converge.

7. Conclusion

As mentioned earlier, memory is not a passive storage but an active practice, and record
is not the transmission of a fixed meaning but an open interface that stimulates
interpretation. The construction of social memory requires educational practices that
leverage these dynamic attributes of memory and record; as such a practice, mutual learning
creates the structure and process that transforms individual memories into shared
memories, and shared memories into social memory.

The 4.16 Social Memory Academy is a very concrete and practical example of mutual

learning. In this space, participants do not teach or learn; rather, through mutual learning,
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they jointly construct social memory and are constantly becoming. It is not about
remembering because one intends to, but about coming to remember—this is the
transformative education that the 4.16 Social Memory Academy has created through mutual

learning.
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416 Disaster and School Education

Dae Kwang Shin(Master Teacher, Singil Middle School)

‘Do not move,” “Stay still.”

These were the words that were continuously broadcast inside the Sewol Ferry
while it was sinking. The large ship was tilting to one side and gradually sinking
into the sea, yet the crew simply told the passengers to remain still inside the
vessel.

A long time after the disaster occurred, this thought came to mind: why did the
students not escape from the ferry? Did they choose not to? Or were they unable
to? Then I reconsidered the issue from another angle. Why did the crew tell the
passengers not to escape and instead remain still? What if they had told them to
evacuate? In this way, I considered the situation along two major lines. To
summarize, one concerns whether the crew broadcast instructions to evacuate or
not to evacuate; the other concerns whether the passengers evacuated or did not
evacuate.

The best outcome would, of course, have been for the crew to announce an
evacuation so that everyone could escape. However, because they broadcast the
instruction not to move and because the passengers remained still, a great disaster
occurred. Then what would have happened if they had been told to evacuate but did
not, or if they had been told to remain still but instead evacuated? There is much to
think about in these possibilities, but my thoughts are still not fully organized.

It is just as difficult now as it was then to accurately understand the circumstances
of the Sewol Ferry sinking. This is because many suspicions surrounding the sinking
have still not been clearly resolved. It remains full of unanswered questions.
Therefore, rather than focusing on that issue itself, I wanted to reflect on the
situation of the students at the time. Why did the students not escape in that
situation?

The circumstances of general academic high school second-year students twelve
years ago do not appear to be substantially different from those of today. Although
there is the grand premise that the ultimate purpose of school education is to
cultivate democratic citizens, the reality is one in which students must run headlong
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in a predetermined direction. Regardless of their own thoughts or will, they are
expected to conform to and follow an overwhelming current. Although there have
long been social reflections and efforts for change aimed at transforming this
situation, it does not appear to have improved significantly up to the present. Even
though everyone knows that the ability to live as democratic citizens does not lie in
the underlined pages of a textbook or in selecting an answer on an exam sheet, we
remain unable to speak openly about it.

Could the strength to live in the world not have been acquired not in the classroom
or the textbook, but in the world itself, or in the very site of life? Could the ability
to judge dangerous situations and determine how to respond have been embodied
through lived, bodily experience rather than merely learned from a textbook? Or
rather, does such education even exist within our curriculum and school education?
In the urgent situation of a sinking ferry, how did the students perceive the
instruction not to move? If this judgment of the situation was mistaken, is it really
the fault of our students that they were unable to think of escaping from it? Before
discussing the fact that they did not escape, should we not ask whether there was a
problem in the cognitive framework that prevented them from doing so? How was
this perception—this belief that they had to remain still—formed? What kind of
education had the students received up to that point that left them unable to
overcome such a situation? These are educational questions that we must confront.
In other words, we must ask whether there is something fundamentally wrong with
our education for having failed to provide such learning. Has such education ever
truly been provided, not only in academic high schools but even in elementary and
middle schools?

The problem is not that they did not escape: rather, the problem lies in an
education system that has taught them to remain still. In the current academic high
school education system, such situations are neither discussed nor taught. In other
words, the reason the students ended up in that situation is that they had never
been taught the capacity to navigate it. Ultimately, this is a great disaster of our
education itself.

Looking back on the time I have spent with students in educational settings, 1 feel
deeply ashamed and sorry when I ask myself whether I truly taught them in a way

that enabled them to act as autonomous subjects.
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